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South Buffalo Street log cabin and firehouse, Springville. 


by Lillian Geiger 


Concord is the largest town in Erie 
County. At one time Concord included 
the area of the present towns of Sar- 
dinia, Collins, and North Collins, with 
a nominal jurisdiction over that part 
of Cattaraugus Reservation in Erie 
County. 


Concord was formed on March 20, 
1812, from the old Town of Willink 
which was then part of Niagara County. 
In 1821, Concord became a part of the 
newly formed Erie County. The Town 
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of Collins, including North Collins, 
and the Town of Sardinia were set 
apart from Concord on March 16, 1821. 


It is said that Concord was named 
after an old hymn. 


Willink was so named after four of 
the Dutch investors of the Holland 
Land Company. This was never ac- 
tually a “company,” but was made up 
of wealthy Hollanders with an Ameri- 
can agent, who managed some 
3,000,000 acres of land which had been 
purchased from Robert Morris, an 
American financier. 


The Holland Land Company did 
much for their project. When they 
took it over it was mostly deep forests 
and a few small rivers or creeks. There 
were few roads, no homes, no means of 
transportation except through the for- 
ests on foot or horseback. However, the 
land was fertile and plentiful with good 
climate and resources to make it avail- 
able to settlement. 


Joseph Ellicott, a surveyor was 
hired to work out a plan for transpor- 
tation and a division of the land for 
sale to the settlers. He therefore map- 
ped out all these millions of acres of 
land into ranges and town lines. Elli- 
cott further divided it into huge lots, 
many 360 acres in size, which were of- 
fered to interested pioneers. 


Soon small settlements began, 
growing through the years into the 
towns of Erie County as we know them 
today. Concord comprised parts of 
Township 7, range 6; Township 7, 
range 7; Township 6, range 6, and 


Township 6, range 7. It is bounded on 
the east by Sardinia, on the south by 
Cattaraugus County, on the west by 
Collins and North Collins, and on the 
north by Boston and Colden. 


The first settlers came into Con- 
cord in 1807. They were Christopher 
Stone and John Albro. Stone's log 
cabin was on what was later to be the 
site of the village of Springville. His 
son, Lucius, was the first white child 
born in the town. 


Albro settled nearby, also building 
a log cabin. Mrs. Albro died the next 
year — the first death in Concord. After 
his wife’s death, John Albro went east 
and returned with a second wife. He 
moved to the north part of Lot 8 and 
opened a tavern about 1811. After 
about 20 years Albro moved to Go- 
wanda and then to Illinois, but his old- 
est son remained in Concord and Albro 
Avenue is named after this family. The 
first school in the town was held in 
Albro’s log barn in the summer of 1810 


Buffalo, Rochester & Pittsburgh Railroad Depot, Springville. 


and was taught by Miss Anna Rich- 
mond. The first town meeting was held 
in the tavern in 1812. 


Most of these early settlers came 
from New England and eastern New 
York State. The route travelled was 
what is today approximately Route 5 
to Buffalo. The first road through Con- 
cord was part of an original one laid 
out by the Holland Land Company in 
1808, and was known as the Cattarau- 
gus Road. It ran from Wyoming 
County, through Sardinia, Concord, 
and North Collins to Lawtons. 


One early method of public trans- 
portation through Concord was by 
stage coach, which connected Buffalo 
and several neighboring towns. This 
had a definite effect on road building. 
The first such “stage coach” highway 
was a plank, toll road, built about 
1852, connecting Springville to Ham- 
burg. Other plank roads followed mak- 
ing connections with Buffalo, Boston, 
Colden, and settlements between. 


These crude roads were followed 
by small railroads. The Springville & 
Sardinia Railroad operated in Concord 
on a narrow gauge line, about 11] miles 
long, which went from Springville to 
Sardinia. The station was located at 
the site of the present Springville Fire 
Hall. After 1880, the Buffalo, Roches- 
ter & Pittsburgh Railroad built another 
line through Springville. Before 1900 
the railroad established Cascade Park, 
long a popular picnic spot during the 
summer months and now the site of the 
country club. 


Springville is the main village in 
the Town of Concord. While always 
having the name of “Springville,” the 
village had another name that was in 
use for many years. It was called ‘‘Fidd- 
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lers’ Green” as early as 1815. The 
“Green” was a small park in Spring- 
ville, and the story is that several fidd- 
lers lived nearby, the most famous one 
being David Leroy, who came to Con- 
cord about 1812. His home adjoined 
the park and soon became a center for 
fiddlers whose music could be heard 
almost nightly. 


Other small centers began forming 
in the early nineteenth century, some 
developing into hamlets, others remain- 
ing just the homes of a few farmers 
near a village. Some gave their names 
temporarily to a settlement. Some of 
the names of those early centers have 
long been discontinued, but they have 
their place in history. 


For instance, in 1822 George Kil- 
lon moved into the Waterville area, so 
named because two creeks met there, 
and it became the site for several mills 
for a time. A post office was discon- 
tinued here in 1850. ‘“Townsend Hill” 
became a busy spot, named after Jona- 
than Townsend, who came there about 
1811. Amaziah Ashman had settled 
there in 1809, and in 1812 he opened a 
log tavern. Ashman was town clerk for 
16 years and Justice of the Peace for 18 
years. In 1837, he also became Post- 
master in a small Post Office called 
“Concord Center.” This was closed 
about 1846. 


Jonathan Townsend had built a 
frame house, and he made this into a 
small hotel. He later added a two-story 
brick front section to this house and 
used the upper story as a hall for town 
meetings and other gatherings. In 
1816 he also built one of the town’s 
early grist mills and operated a black- 
smith shop and a distillery. He was con- 
sidered well-to-do, with more property 
than most early settlers. e 
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Main Street, Springville. 


In this same area other early in- 
dustries included a tannery, a shoe fac- 
tory, a brick yard, always there were all 
kinds of mills, a wood and metal work- 
ing shop, and a barber shop, until 
slowly a business district developed 
with stores, hotels, and many other en- 
terprises. 


Another small hamlet was Mor- 
ton’s Corners, named after Wendel 
Morton and his sons who bought prop- 
erty west of Springville about 1830 and 
opened a small hotel there. In 1843, a 
Post Office was opened at Morton’s 
Corners and Alanson Morton (son of 
Wendel) was appointed Postmaster. In 
1849, the name was changed to West 
Concord, changed back to Morton’s 
Corners in 1853, discontinued entirely 
in 1902. 


Other early Post Offices were East 
Concord, established in 1862 or 1863; 
Wyandale, about 1850, first called 
Woodward Hollow after Stephen 


Woodward, the first Postmaster, suc- 
ceeded two years later by Isaac Wood- 
ward who held the office for over 20 
years. This office was also closed in 
1902. The Post Office at Springville 
was established in 1820 with Rufus C. 
Eaton as the first Postmaster. 


Eaton had also been an early 
settler in the area, arriving about 1810. 
He later owned two distilleries, a grist 
mill, operated a hotel in 1824 and 
opened the third store in Springville. 
His hotel was sold but remained in op- 
eration. Today, it is the well-known 
Leland House. 


Springville was first incorporated 
as a village in 1834, but in 1876 a new 
charter was drawn up. The village 
limits have since been extended. 


The first school was in John AI- 
bro’s barn, but in 1814 there was a log 
school in Springville and after that 
several small one-room schools. In 
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1831, the village was divided into two 
districts, each section to have a school. 
The Springville Academy was incor- 
porated in 1827. This school was built 
mostly by donations and subscriptions 
from the townspeople. The school 
opened in 1830, but, at first, operations 
were sometimes difficult due to lack of 
sufficient funds. However, at a very 
critical time Archibald Griffith, a lead- 
ing Springville citizen, gave the institu- 
tion a large donation for free education 
for poor children. The school was 
named Griffith Institute in his honor. 


Later additions were built on this 
school, and there were other improve- 
ments. A new north wing was added 
in 1885, doubling the size of the school. 
The school was centralized in 1941, 
uniting 34 districts in nine towns. A 
new high school was built on Buffalo 
Street and a new elementary school on 
North Street. Many of the small coun- 
try schools which were closed have 
since been remodelled into homes. 


First Presbyterian Church, Springville. 


Concord has several churches, the 
village of Springville alone having 
eight, while there are three in Morton’s 
Corners and another in East Concord. 
As early as 1816 a Presbyterian church 
was organized as a Congregational so- 
ciety by the Rev. John Spencer, an 
itinerant pastor from New England 
who travelled throughout the territory 
helping to establish churches in the 
new settlements. The Society grew 
slowly, meeting in a log school house, 
a woolen factory, an unfinished Metho- 
dist church, in the Academy and, fin- 
ally, building and dedicating its own 
church in 1832. The Presbyterian 
faith was adopted in 1841. 


A Methodist church was organized 
in Springville in 1820, a Baptist in 
1826. For a time there was also a Free 
Baptist, but these two organizations 
united in 1913. St. Aloysius Roman 
Catholic church was begun in 1845, a 
rectory built in the 1880’s and an older 
rectory remodelled as a convent. A 
parochial school was opened in 1904. 
A new church was dedicated in 1955, 


The Salem Evangelical Lutheran 
church was established in 1871, a 
church and an adjoining school com- 
pleted in 1887. A new church was 
built in 1951. St. Paul’s Episcopal So- 
ciety was organized in 1891 with 16 
families as members. A new church 
was opened on Easter day, 1896, and 
there are plans for future expansion. 


There are two mission churches in 
Springville — Glad Tidings Taber- 
nacle begun in 1934, and the Christian 
and Missionary Alliance Church, or- 
ganized about 1938, with a building 
purchased in 1947 and a parsonage 
completed in 1951. 
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In 1818, a Baptist society was or- 
ganized in Morton’s Corners, a church 
built about 1845, with a parsonage 
added in 1875. This was sold later, but 
another parsonage was completed in 
1961. There is also a Baptist church in 
East Concord, its society organized and 
a church built in 1852. 


There was also a Universalist soci- 
ety organized in 1846, later disbanded 
and the church building sold. How- 
ever, in 1896 another Universalist so- 
ciety was established, also disbanding 
in 1923 at which time the society gave 
their church building to the town spe- 
cifying that it was to be used as a 
library. 


The Springville Public Library 
was begun in 1880, at first combined 
with other reading groups, with no 
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building of its own until it received the 
gift from the Universalist church soci- 
ety. The books were placed in this li- 
brary in 1928, and it has become a 
source of pleasure and convenience for 
Springville citizens ever since. 


Springville is proud of its Volun- 
teer Fire Department, first organized in 
1842, consisting of a hook and ladder 
wagon and leather buckets. The com- 
pany today has modern tankers and 
pumpers, all cars radio equipped. A 
training tower was constructed in 1953, 
and a very active Ladies Auxiliary was 
organized in 1935. 


The town has all the utilities, thus 
making it an equal to any small city. 
Water was probably the first considera- 
tion, a system first started in 1887. 
There was a reservoir and a pumping 
station. The first mains laid were of 


Bertrand Chaffee Memorial Hospital, Springville. 
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wood, replaced about 1938 with cast 
iron. Today, the system has been en- 
larged and modernized. 


There has been electricity since 
1894, operated for several years by local 
water power. It was not until 1926 that 
an outside source was used to obtain 
electric power. At that time a 34,000- 
volt line was brought in from Cattarau- 
gus County, and since 1959 the power 
has come mostly from a substation op- 
erated by Niagara Mohawk. In 1961 it 
received its first power from the New 
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York State Power Authority. 


There are also adequate gas lines 
and sewer facilities. A new sewage dis- 
posal plan is now being considered with 
the hope of its installation in the very 
near future. A recent improvement in 
telephone service has made Springville 
part of the direct dial system in con- 
nection with Buffalo and other towns 
of Erie County. 


Springville has an excellent small 
hospital. This began in a humble way 


when the village received a gift of 12 
acres of land and his home after the 
death of Bertrand Chaffee, the will 
stating that this property was to be used 
for a hospital. Accordingly, a small hos- 
pital was completed and incorporated 
as a non-profit institution in 1946. 
Since that time additional space’ has 
been built on the original structure 
until its floor space now covers over 
30,000 square feet. The 29 beds avail- 
able in 1947 have grown to more than 
55, and more expansion is planned. 
The hospital offers excellent maternity, 
dietary, X-ray, laboratory, surgical, and 
emergency facilities to patients from 
three counties. 


The historical society in Spring- 
ville was organized in 1941 as the 
Springville Historical Society, but in 
1951 it was reorganized as the Concord 
Historical Society. In 1953 the Society 
received a gift for the establishment of 
a museum in Springville from “Pop” 
Warner, a well remembered football 
coach. who was sincerely interested in 
any assistance which he could give his 
town. The lower floor of the museum 
and the annex have been devoted to 


exhibits while the upper floor of the 
building has been made into a modern 
apartment for a caretaker. This is one 
of the largest town museums in the 
county and has many interesting dis- 
plays. Exhibits include Indian mater- 
ial, agricultural implements, costumes, 
and a display about the old narrow 
gauge railroad. 


Springville, the largest, most ac- 
tive center in the otherwise agriculture- 
dominated Town of Concord has many 
modern facilities and industries. We 
find banks, supermarkets, stores of 
other types, gas stations, bakeries, ho- 
tels, pharmacies, civic and fraternal or- 
ganizations. One of its interesting 
establishments is the biological station 
of the Roswell Park Memorial Insti- 
tute. Other industries include print- 
ing, manufacturing of gloves, plastics, 
cutlery, glass, canning, dairying, lum- 
bering, and, of course, agriculture. 


The town has also gained some 
notice of late years since skiing has be- 
come such a popular sport. Concord 
has the hills to offer to its enthusiasts. 
Tt also attracts fishermen and campers. 
Its country club is well patronized. 
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